
f;L_Uffi

Clubhouse looking NW across the basin.

By Katherine Stone
Photos courtesy of Sarnia Yacht Club

he Three Fires Confederacy (Potortatami, Ottawa, and
Ojibwa Clans) welconred La Salle in \679 when he
sailed inb Lake Huron Alreadv established as the Hub

of the Great Lakes, they helped to create a center of trade and
culture with the French in the village of "The Rapids" after the

Warof 1812. By 1836 the town was renamed Port Sarnia and
incorporated in 1856. With the natural nealth of abundant tim-
ber, the discovery of oil, and the arrival of the Great Western and
Grand'I'runk Railways, Port Sarnia grew to become the City of
Sarnia at the beginning of WWI. It u'as non a significant trans-
shipmer-rt port for western grain and, with the establishment of
the Polymer Corporation to manufacture synthetic rubber dur-
ing \AAVII, it was now a major petrochemical centre.

Located on the eastern shore of Lake Huron, at its most
southern point, the Blue Water Bridge links Sarnia rvith Port
Huron, Michigan and spans the St Clair River rvhich connects
Lake Huron and Lake St. Clair-, both ideal areas for rvater enthu-
siasts. Although we're talking SOUTHERN Ontario, it's still
Canada, so you can be sure that in I 9 i 0 "Old Man Winter's best
efforts did not deter these hard water sailors from racing and
attracting fans from both sides of the u'ater [ice]. Betting u,as
commonplace, with rvagers posted as high as $200." WeII, you
had to have something to do in the winrer!

From the SYC publication "A History of Accomplishment",

we no\ / see the beginnings of the Sarnia Yacht Club, founded
in 1930, where the I I 5 members built docks and used the old
tennis building from the City Parks Department at the end of
London Road in Sarnia Bay for their f irst location But by 1932

they u,ere forced to move again, leasing land from the
Dominion Salt Company at the end of Exmouth Street. The

enterprising members again built new docks and refurbished
a donated clubhouse
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Jr Sarlors carrying placards of part icpating nations at l9g5
So l rng  Wor ld  Championshrps

SYC aerial picture taken in 2013 - with f ine view
of  B lue  Water  Br idge
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l irst b.ats to ( 'ntcrr a'rcl  pass t i ' .Lrgh t i-rc reu.char-rr-rcl  cl icl  so rn
a bJi 'rcl i rg s.o\\ 'storlr  i r  larc octobcr! l lc ing r-es.urcel 'ul  mer-n-
bcrs, thet '  scroungcrl,  borrrxl,ecl,  ancl acccPtccl clonatccl rnaterial
t i rat rr.ulcl  . f tcr rrrr i 'c r-rnann.trncccl,  so ro cluestions *erc
,rskccl,  to con.rplc.tc ne'n, docl is ancl bLrr lcl ings fbr r.ncmbcrs in
lc) i8. I 'hc trove \\ ,as ue]l  uort l-r  i t ,  as rncrnbcrship r.runrbcrs
shot u1.r to 2-10. LfJbrts u,oukl continue lor irr .rother .10 ycar.s to
bLriJd Lrp the ..r t l ' r  shore t.  st.p t l ' re. coustirrI  harbour e'trance
si l trng ancl Iake sLrrgcs,

' I 'hrough 
al l  this t i rne t lrcr-e r,r,as nevcr irn oftcral clubhouse

Ilenrbers rarsecl the rclea agair-r in 197-l ancl pourccl a -{0 r 60
coucr-cte slab. 

' lb 
apPe.rse rne'bers that di( ln' t  *,ant a b,r lcl i r-rg

*i th a' i l l i .n cl . l lar ' ie*,of Lake Huron, they lsfer-r.cl  to i t  i ls
the shelter". Fiye vears later r,r ' i th more rooms, a kitchen, bar
ancl lounge, rhe "shelter" f inal lv had ro be cal led a clubhouse!

From the beginning, the Sea Scouts rvorked in conlnnctron
uith SYC to off'er r,outlr sailing trainlng programs. Ilv the earlv
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Stay on
Course

Cowan Insurance GrouP
provides excePtional marine
coverage that gets You out
on the water and having fun
knowing you're Protected.

Take advantage of a
comprehensive solution

that includes:

Coverage for the agreed
value of your boat

Flexible surveY requirements
for your convenience

Extended navigation options
available for southern triPs

Emergency towing for when
you need some helP

GPS members receive a
15o/o rate discount
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1984 SYC boats at BaY Finn Achorage

1950s the club was ready to start their

own program with 5 new prams.'fhis was

followed by Blue Ja1's' 470s' Albacores'

Opt imists ,  Abbot t  Al ls  and FlYing

Juniors. SYC received the Jack Sutton

Award in 1990 and 1991 for having the

best DRYA (Detroit River Yachting

Association) Junior Sail ing Program

Quite a nice accomplishment for the
"Do-it-Yourselfers."

Soon one unexPected event after

another seemed to anive on the club's

doorstep Following a series of rent

increases, SYC was able to purchase the

property in 1987. Then, after being ham-

mered by a series of rvinter storms' flood-

ing from high lake levels, and then the

Bhz-zard of 1987: a long-term project of

raising the seawalls was started in 1988,

so the members could enjoy feeiing dry

when they boarded their boats. Added to

this were a new bubbling system & a spile

Taz racing in basin. Tazes are a Junlor
sai l ing boat (a young ir.  regatta is run In

the basin while Sai l fest takes place out

in the lake).

within the Club, and by a debenture from

Sailboat racing became a going concern by 1959. Joining forces with the Port

Huron Club, th.y .o-rponroi"d ih. first international racing program in North

America Now enter inro the picture, Bill Abbott, a.k.a the "chief" having acquired a

reputarion for building quality boats, built the firstAbbott Folkboat in Canada to add

to rhe growing fleet af SyC. ttt" fleet finally convinced him to heim one of the folk-

bort. ii u .lrrf, ,u." and much to the disbelief of the fleet as well as himself, he won
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Old Tennis Building at foot of London Road on River
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the racel Flc was smittcn ancl thc "racing thing" bccamc the start

of thc Abbott clynasty of sail ing chaul'r ions'" ltll.r" Abbott's ,".,,n.1 llrocluction Loat r''as the Soling 
'Ihc

Dlugs arrivcd in 1967 ani 6 btlats u'erc proclucecl that t 'car I lc

i",,1 tr '.t"a ovcr thc hclm to 13il ly Jr' u'ho u'ith his ri i fe' Joannc'

^".t Br.a l loston, sailccl in the 1996 olvmpic. in r\t lanta Joannc

rvas thc first rvoman to sail in the Olympics in a Soling ancl

".1,,y..t 
ncaring her t-shirt cmblazonecl n'it l 'r "lt talics a \\ 'oman

;;';; t miclc' l leman's job " In thc 1930s SYC n'as not cliffcrcnt

;h; ,.y othcr ch-rb, as sailing rvas a man 's sport \\/omen gair.recl

trf i .". lt 
".rnip 

at SYC by tl ' tc latc 1960s' ancl sei'eral u'ent on

to become comPetent ln racc mtlnagcment'". 'u"lnn.ling 
conficlent n,ith their riice ofTiciiils and Volr-rntecrs,

SYC hostccl their first major rcgatta inviting Solings from all over

the Great Lakcs in 1971 
'fhe SYC/PHYCI racing progrzrm tlas

in full swing, no$r attractrng sorne l '15 registered boats Br' 19U5

,fr"1. t"f, thly coulcl handlc the challe nge of hosting the \\orld

Snt*g Cttu*pionships Putting Sarnta on the international sail-

ir; r;g", they hostJd I17 competitors from 12 conntrics ot'et'

thi: l0-day extrcmely successful event'
'lheir signature e\/ent rs nor'r' Sailfest' part of Ontalio Sailing's

Grand Prlrbevelopmcnt Regatt:is forYouth sailors Since 2000'

.,ta"t ,f-i" original .hoi'n-tu'-tihlp of Joanne Abbott and PRO Jim

I(ern, Sailfest rvon a clYA (canaciian Yachting Association)

an,ard for the best managecl rcgatta ir.r 2005'

Since 1925, the starl of the 400 krn Nlackinac Race trom

Port Huron to Nrlackinac Islancl starts jtLst 5 miles north of SYC'

\Virh o.,., 3,000 sailors im'olvecl, it is clefinitel-r' thc highlight of

theseasonforLakeHuronandLakeNi ich igansai lboats
Sarnra not only has great racing and sail training Programs'

br;;h" best cruising locations everl Next to the rtorld's finest

wilderness cruising areas of northern Lake Hulon' the thrill of

"""tag "*.-illar 
harbours and anchoring in drstant locations

is an unparalleled adrenaline rush'
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Bil l  Jr, ,  Joanne Abbott,  Brad Boston at 1996 Atlanta Olympic

Games OPening CeremonY'
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fnir-tr.,ty mcmbcrs' clnb, u'hcrc a mirjoritv of the jolls are

an* t u th" rn.l l-,b"t,, has creatccl a rvonclerful sensc of commu-

niru urihi, spccial place called SrirniaYacht Club =
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